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That was Mark Caring’s reaction to the $10 million judgment a jury handed
down for injuries sustained by Jose De La Cruz while maintaining a press which
was missing its safety labels. Befuddled, the president of Machines Galore, Inc.,
asked Liz Rollins, their attorney, “How did the jury come to this decision?” 

“In talking to the jury, they said your operator’s manuals and instruction sheets
failed to adequately warn of inherent danger,” explained Liz.

That snapped Mark’s head to attention in amazement. 

“Our manuals? How could this be? We put warnings in them,” he uttered 
excitedly. Consoling her client, Liz said “Yes, I know you do, but Mr. De La Cruz
was illiterate. Also, the jury found the warnings to be inconsistent with the 
on-product safety labels, lacked supportive instructions and their presentation
inconsistent as well.”

“You’re not alone. A recent survey shows manufacturers using of a wide array
of presentation techniques for safety messages, from bold, underlined, or italic
type to capital letters to larger type to using a different typeface color, lines,
white space or indentation to including symbols and signal words. It’s this lack

Oh No! How could this be? I thought
we had all our bases covered!
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of safety message presentation uniformity that is leading juries to say manufac-
turers are failing in their ‘duty to warn.’”

Shaking his head, Caring asked “Now what do we do?” 

Liz replied, “I just learned the ANSI Z535 Committee has designed new 
standard—a hazard communications system called Z535.6 - Product Safety 
Information in Product Manuals, Instructions and Other Collateral Materials.”

“This standard incorporates elements of graphic approaches used by other
ANSI Z535-series standards to provide guidance for a uniform and consistent
visual presentation of product safety information in printed collateral materials,
such as owner’s manuals, instructions, user’s guides, maintenance or service
manual, assembly instructions and safety manuals, or instructions on a package
or container.”  

“This sounds interesting,” Mark mused. ”Is it a mandatory standard?” 

“No, it’s voluntary, but I would highly recommend you implement its principles
in upgrading your current owner’s manuals and instructions and when develop-
ing new ones,” counseled Liz.

“Has the standard been published?” 

“Yes, it was published at the end of 2006.” 

“Do you know any of the principles?” 

“I do, I have read the standard. Let’s take a look at what it says,” responded Liz,
as she opens her computer. 
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Before looking at ANSI Z535.6, let’s understand why warnings and instructions
are important. 

Simply put, United States tort law states any or all parties—manufacturer,
wholesaler, store or person—that sells a product which injures a person using
this product may be liable for the damage(s) caused. The American Law 
Institute's Restatement of the Law Third, Torts: Products Liability (Restatement)
sets forth three distinct areas where product liability may exist: manufacturing
defects, design defects, inadequate instructions or warnings defects. 

While manufacturing and design defects have long been reasons for product
liability lawsuits, inadequate instructions or warnings defects is a rapidly 
expanding rationale. Why is that? 

The Restatement declares when the foreseeable risks of harm posed by the
product could have been reduced or avoided by reasonable instructions or
warnings, their omission renders the product not reasonably safe. The 
Restatement describes warnings and instructions as follows:

Warnings alert users and consumers to the existence and nature of
product risks so that they can prevent harm either by appropriate con-
duct during use or consumption or by choosing not to use or consume. 

Instructions inform persons how to use and consume products safely.

Warnings. Instructions. What are
they? Why are they important? 
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Rulings have further linked warnings and instructions by saying warnings—
standing alone—may have no practical relevance without instructions, and 
instructions without warnings may not be adequate. 

As a result, providing warnings on products by way of safety labels, safety 
information in instructions, instructions that affirmatively describe how to
safely use a product, and safety information in other means of communication
such as videos, advertising, catalogs, websites, etc. are essential to meeting
the ‘duty to warn’ principle of the law. 
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Why the development of the
ANSI Z535.6 standard?

Since its inception in 1979, the ANSI
Z535 Committee on Safety Signs and
Colors has been charged with devel-
oping, refining and promoting a 
homogeneous graphic system for
communicating safety and accident
prevention information. Over the
years, the Committee has developed
guidance regarding the formats, 
colors, and symbols for safety signs
used in environmental and facility 
applications, product applications,
and accident prevention tags/tape. 

In the 1998 edition of the ANSI
Z535.4 standard, the Committee
began encouraging manufacturers 
to describe on-product safety label
components—safety alert symbol, 
signal words, safety symbols—in 
collateral materials used with products.
This guidance along with increased 

The following is Mountain Stream Group,
Inc.’s interpretation of the ANSI Z535.6 -
Product Safety Information in Product
Manuals, Instructions and Other Collateral
Materials standard, which is not, nor has
been, approved by the ANSI Z535.6 
subcommittee. The graphics and the 
questions and answers are designed to
simplify—and clarify—the important as-
pects of the standard. Mountain Stream
Group, Inc. CANNOT be held liable for
our interpretation of the standard. We
strongly recommend that you 
purchase and thoroughly study the
standard before developing any new
collateral materials or redesigning
existing ones or contact us for 
a consultation.

DISCLAIMER

KEY ELEMENTS TO THE ANSI Z535.6 STANDARD
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awareness of the Z535-series standards and the absence of any formal
graphic formatting system caused many to try applying various elements of
the ANSI Z535.4 standard to the presentation of safety information in 
collateral material. Understanding the differences in the format, function 
and life expectancy between on-product safety labels and safety information
in collateral materials—and their mission—the Committee voted to form a
subcommittee dedicated to developing a standard for presenting safety 
information in collateral materials in 2002.

Who should apply this standard and when?

Any person, business, trade association, etc. involved in creating collateral
materials—for a broad range of products—that contain safety messages. 

While the standard’s presentation guidance is principally for safety messages in
documents that communicate via text, it may also be appropriate for documents
that use pictures, illustrations, and other graphics as their main communication
method. Additionally, its provisions may be of use when developing certain
training or instructional materials related to an environment or facilities.

What is considered to be collateral materials?

Any printed document accompanying a product that describes the product, its
uses and functions, and/or other user-related interactions, such as: owner’s
manuals, instructions, user’s guides, maintenance or service manuals, assembly
instructions, and safety manuals among others. They may take the form of a
single sheet of paper, a multi-page document, printing on a package or 
container, or a printable electronic document, such as a PDF file.

Are there items NOT considered to be collateral materials?

Yes, they are items, such as: advertising and promotional materials, hang-tags,
material safety data sheets (MSDSs), product labels and signage, A/V materials,
or dynamic media (e.g., CDs, DVDs, Websites with animation, sound or other
features that are not printable).
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Are there different types of messages?

Yes, there are two types: safety messages and property damage messages.
Property damage messages will be discussed at the end of this document.

What is a safety message?

These are word messages that mainly identify a potential hazard, define the
consequence(s) if the hazard is not avoided, and/or describe how to avoid the
hazard, or direct the reader to such information. The graphic below shows the
main elements of a safety message.

Are there messages that are NOT defined as a 
safety message?

Yes, collateral materials may contain numerous important and safety-related
messages that are NOT included in the standard’s definition of safety messages,
they include:

• notes, notices, etc. that don’t have direct safety implications and that clarifies
steps, procedures, or other information in the document 

• procedures or instructions that are referred to in safety messages, typically
as a means of avoiding a hazardous situation (e.g., if a safety message 
instructs users to install a safety device, the instructions for installation
would NOT be considered a safety message)
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• procedural or descriptive information that is subordinate to a grouped
safety message or section safety message, or adjacent and related to an
embedded safety message

• information that has only indirect or secondary safety implications (e.g.,
battery replacement instructions for a smoke detector.)

• descriptions of, or information about, safety devices or features (e.g., how
does a hydraulic over-temperature limit switch work.)

• descriptions, definitions, or other supplementary information about a hazard
(e.g., how does electricity cause an electric shock)

Are there different types of safety messages?

Yes, the standard has identified four types of safety messages—supplemental
directives, grouped safety messages, section safety messages, and embedded
safety messages—based on their relationship to other information in the 
document. We will look at each of these in more detail later in this document.

Will every document have each of these safety messages?

No. Documents may contain all or some of them, or no safety messages at all,
and the standard does NOT require any particular types of safety messages be
included in a document.

Can symbols and graphics be used with safety messages?

Yes, the safety alert symbol, hazard-specific safety symbols and other graphics—
like pictures, photographs, illustrations, graphs, charts, etc.—may be used to
clarify, supplement or substitute for part or all of a word message. 
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What does may, should, and shall mean?

May indicates it is permissible. (e.g., it is permissible to use the safety alert
symbol alone for safety messages assigned as a “WARNING” OR “CAUTION”
signal word.)

Should indicates it is advised to follow the said provision or understood to be
advisory. (e.g., it is advised that signal word “NOTICE” be italicized.) 

Shall indicates the provision is mandatory. (e.g., it is mandatory to place the
safety alert symbol before the signal word.)

What is a safety alert symbol?

Figure 1 on page 12 shows it is an equilateral triangle surrounding an 
exclamation mark, indicating a potential personal injury hazard. 

Is there a type of message the safety alert symbol CANNOT
be used with?

Yes, it shall NOT be used to alert persons of property-damage only accidents
nor shall it be used to identify non-safety information.

Does the safety alert symbol have to be a certain size?

Yes. Figures 5 and 6 on pages 17 and 18, respectively, show the size relationship
between the safety alert symbol and the safety message or signal word. At 
minimum the safety alert symbol shall be equal to the height of the signal 
word or capital letters in the safety message. It may be greater in height 
than the signal word or the capital letters in the safety message.
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Figure 1.
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Can a safety alert symbol be used alone?

Yes, for safety messages assigned the signal words WARNING or CAUTION 
a safety alert symbol may be used alone—without a signal word—see Figures
11, 13 and 15 on pages 26, 33 and 36, respectively, for examples. However,
a safety alert symbol shall NOT be used alone with safety messages that
would be assigned the signal word DANGER. 

What is a safety symbol?

It is a graphic representation—of a hazard, a hazardous situation, a precaution
to avoid a hazard, a result of not avoiding a hazard, or any combination of
these messages—intended to convey a message without the use of words.
(See ANSI Z535.3-2002, Criteria for Safety Symbols.) The following are a few
examples of safety symbols.

Which safety symbols can be used?

A document may contain ANSI, ISO or a combination of both safety symbols.

What is signal word?

It is a word that calls attention to and identifies a safety message(s), or 
a property damage message(s), and designates a degree or level of 
hazard seriousness. 

Mandatory

ISO Type SymbolsANSI Type
Symbols

Warning Prohibition

Figure 2.
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How many signal words are there?

There are three (3) words—DANGER, WARNING and CAUTION—assigned to
personal injury safety messages, and one word—NOTICE—assigned to property
damage messages.

What do these signal words indicate?

DANGER indicates a hazardous situation which, if not avoided, will result in
death or serious injury.

WARNING indicates a hazardous situation which, if not avoided, could result
in death or serious injury.

CAUTION indicates a hazardous situation which, if not avoided, may result in
minor or moderate injury

NOTICE indicates a property damage message. 

Can these words be used in the text of a document?

Yes, “danger,” “warning,” “caution,” and “notice” may also be used in the text
of a document without being used as a signal word.
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Are there presentation rules for signal words?

Yes, as Figure 3 shows, signal words shall use a sans serif typeface— Arial,
Futura, Helvetica, etc.—with BOLD UPPERCASE LETTERS. Additionally, signal
word NOTICE should be italicized as shown in Figure 4 on page 16. The signal
word panel chart in Figure 5 on page 17 shows that the signal word shall be
equal to or greater than the uppercase letters in the safety message.

Figure 3.
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What is a signal word panel?

It’s an alternative method for calling attention to a safety messages or property
damage messages and designates a degree or level of hazard seriousness. It
consists of three elements: a safety alert symbol, a signal word and a contrasting
rectangular background. As Figure 4 shows, either the appropriate ANSI or
the ISO harmonized safety alert symbol may be combined with the signal word.

Figure 4.
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Figure 5.
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How are these components to be combined?

First, when a safety alert symbol is used with a signal word or is part of a signal
word panel, the safety alert symbol shall be to the left of the signal word. 
Second, the base of the safety alert symbol and signal word shall be aligned as
shown in Figure 6. Third, as shown in Figure 6, the safety alert symbol/ signal
word combination shall be centered vertically and horizontally within the signal
word panel.

Figure 6.
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Can the signal word panel be in color or black and white?

Yes. There are a couple of possibilities as the above graphic shows and the
following explains.

1. Full-color or four-color documents: The contrasting rectangular 
background should conform to ANSI Z535.1–2006, American National
Standard for Safety Color—see Figure 4 on page 16 for examples. 

2. Black and white or less than four color documents: The contrasting 
rectangular background may be printed using the text and background 
colors used throughout the document or part of the document. The color
used for the text of the safety messages may be used in the signal word
panel. In these cases, the signal word color should contrast with the back-
ground color and allow the message to be readable by a user with normal
vision under expected reading conditions—see Figure 7 above.

3. Border: A contrasting border may be used around the rectangular 
signal word panel as shown in Figures 4, 5, 6 and 7. 

Figure 7. The last example is not premissible because of its lack of readability.
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Which signal word or signal word panel is to be assigned to
what safety messages?

Figure 8 shows the decision tree and questions to ask in order to assign the
appropriate signal word or signal word panel to the safety message(s) or
property damage message(s). Refer to ANSI Z535.6; Annex C for more details
on risk estimation and signal word selection. 

Figure 8.
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Figure 9.
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Figure 10.
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Can one signal word or signal word panel be used to identify
multiple hazards?

Yes, when one signal word or signal word panel is used to identify multiple
safety messages, and the messages are classified at different levels of risk, the
signal word corresponding to the greatest risk level shall be used.

For example, you have five (5) safety messages grouped—one (1) is assigned
DANGER, two (2) are assigned WARNING and two (2) are assigned CAUTION—
the five (5) messages can be identified with one signal word or signal word
panel assigned as DANGER.

What rules are there for safety message text?

Readability of the safety message is of the utmost concern. To make the safety
message readable:

1. The safety message text shall be of a type size, style and effect that enable
a person with normal vision—including corrected vision—to read it at a
normal reading distance under expected reading conditions. 

2. The safety message text size should be no smaller than the majority of text
in the document or the non-safety text—other than headings —immedi-
ately surrounding it, whichever is greater. For example, if the majority of
non-safety text is 11pt the safety message should be no smaller than 11pt.

3. A combination of upper and lower case letters should be employed. Upper-
case only lettering may be used for emphasis of individual words or short
phrases within a safety message—see Figure 13 on page 33 for an example.
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Do safety messages and property damage messages 
require special colors?

No. The text may be black, grayscale or color—independent of the number of
colors used for other information in a document. 

Using safety colors: They should conform to ANSI Z535.1–2006, American
National Standard for Safety Color.

Using other colors: When the text is a color other than black—or the 
background is a color other than white—throughout a document or part of 
a document, the safety message may be printed with the same text and 
background color as the rest of the document. In these cases, the  text color
used should contrast with the background color and be readable by a user
with normal vision under expected reading conditions.

What is a supplemental directive?

These are messages about other safety messages, and do NOT address 
specific hazards. They should contain generic hazard avoidance information,
and may also include generic or specific consequence information.

What is the purpose of a supplemental directive?

They promote awareness and use of specific safety messages, such as
grouped, section or embedded safety messages, product safety signs and 
labels, or other safety-related information. They may serve to:

• direct users to new, unique, unusual, or particularly important 
safety information

• direct users to product safety information in the document, in another 
document, or in some other source (e.g., product safety signs and labels)
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• make users aware of the safety-related nature and importance of an 
entire document or section within a document (e.g., a section of grouped
safety messages)

• reduce the need to repeat consequence information, especially generic 
consequences (e.g., “severe injury or death”), that may be associated with
failure to read the document or refer to other sources of safety information.

What are some typical supplemental directives?

, “read all instructions before use to avoid injury”
, “to avoid serious injury or death, follow the safety information in this

document”
, “keep this manual”
, “read all product safety labels”
, “refer to local building codes for installation requirements” 

Where will supplement directives be found in a document?

Typically, they should be near the beginning of a document—for example, on
the cover, on the first page, toward the top of a single-page document, 
immediately preceding grouped safety messages—see Figure 12 on page 28.

When they refer to information in the same document, it should generally be
provided before the information to which it refers. However, they may be placed
after the information to which they refer if such a location is more appropriate.
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Figure 11.
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May they refer to both safety messages and property 
damage messages?

Yes, but they should follow one of the presentation possibilities discussed in the
next question or shown in Figure 11 on page 26.

Is there a format they should follow?

Yes, Figure 11 on page 26 shows an example of a supplemental directive 
and the different formats it may be presented in. The signal words DANGER,
WARNING, or CAUTION may be used to draw attention to the supplemental
directive. However, they should only be used for those supplemental directives
that refer to a particular safety message or messages that correspond to the
selected signal word, or include hazard or consequence information that 
corresponds to the selected signal word.

If one is used, the signal word should be preceded by a safety alert symbol
and may be presented with a signal word panel and border. When a supple-
mental directive is assigned a risk level of WARNING or CAUTION, a safety
alert symbol may be used without the use of the signal word.

What are grouped safety messages?

These are safety messages that are grouped into a separate section or 
document which is dedicated mostly or strictly to safety information, for 
example an Important Safety Information chapter in a document or a separate
manual titled Safety information for Model 2XR501—see Figure 12 on page
28 for an example. 
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Figure 12.
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What is the purpose of grouped safety messages?

They are designed to: 

• let users find some or all of the safety messages for a product in 
one location 

• provide safety messages to be meaningfully grouped or organized by 
hazard type, stage of use, the part of the product involved, etc.

• provide safety messages that apply to multiple sections or parts of a 
document so that they do not have to be repeated unnecessarily through-
out the document

• provide safety messages that do not apply to any particular section of the
document

• provide detailed information about a hazard that may then be referenced,
implicitly or explicitly, by safety messages in the body of a document

Where will grouped safety messages be found in a document?

These messages are typically located at or near the beginning of a document—
in a dedicated chapter or section—before any procedural information to which
they apply. 

Should grouped safety messages be listed in the table 
of contents?

Yes, if you have created a section of grouped safety message, it should be
listed in the table of contents, if one is provided.
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Do grouped safety messages need a title or section heading?

Yes. If a separate document is created its title—Safety Manual, Safety information
for Model 2XR50, etc.—shall signify its safety-related nature. Single-page
safety documents may use a signal word as its title.

If a separate section within a document is provided for grouped safety messages,
its heading shall signify the safety-related nature of the information in the
section, for example Precautions, Important Safety Information, etc.

Can a signal word be used as the title or heading?

Yes it can, however, a signal word—or even a safety alert symbol—is NOT
commonly used as a heading or title, since there is no need to distinguish
safety messages from other information in an all-safety section or document.
If it is used, it should be presented in a signal word panel which may be 
centered across a page or column of text, or may be left justified.

May a supplemental directive be used to draw attention to
grouped safety messages?

Yes, it may. It may even be used as a title or heading if it directly precedes the
grouped safety messages and indicates the safety related nature of the section
or document. If used, it may provide general hazard or consequence information. 

Is it recommended to organize grouped safety messages?

Yes, it is. Numerous methods may be used to organize and present them, 
including numbered or bulleted lists, separate paragraphs, etc. If there are a
large number of grouped safety messages and multiple topics, they should 
be segmented into subsections with meaningful subheadings to specify the
nature of the topics addressed in each subsection.
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How should individual messages be formatted?

Each individual message SHOULD NOT USE TYPICAL PRODUCT SAFETY
SIGN AND LABEL FORMATTING, for example, signal word panel, borders,
etc. Individual messages may be emphasized, but emphasis should be used
only when it is desired relative to other safety messages. It should NOT be
used for all messages in a group. Messages may be highlighted using any of
the following:

• text treatments, such as bold, italics, underline, font size, etc.
• safety symbols
• lines or borders
• white space or separation from other text
• formatting (e.g., safety alert symbol, signal words) used for section and

embedded safety messages

May safety symbols be used?

Yes, when used in conjunction with grouped safety messages, they shall be
compatible with the word message(s) with which it is associated. Additionally,
to avoid unnecessary repetition, the safety alert symbol should NOT be used
in combination with each safety message in a group. 

What are section safety messages?

These are safety messages that apply to—and typically appear at the beginning
of—entire sections, subsections, or multiple paragraphs or procedures within
a document. 
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What are section safety messages used for?

These messages may be used to:

• provide safety information that applies throughout a procedure

• provide safety information that pertains to the topic of a particular section, but
that is not related to any particular procedural step or message in the section

• avoid unnecessary repetition of information about the hazards, consequences,
or avoidance that applies to an entire section, paragraph, procedure, group of
procedures, or other unit of text within the body of a document

• allow users to access procedural and other product-use information more
easily and efficiently by reducing the extent to which a safety message 
interrupts or interferes with the access or flow of information

Are section safety messages to be differentiated from 
non-safety information?

Yes, section safety messages should be preceded by a safety alert symbol or 
a signal word panel. If the safety message is assigned DANGER it shall use a
signal word panel.

If a safety alert symbol is used alone it shall be positioned to the left of the
message only, and may be positioned vertically at the top of or in the center
of the safety message(s) as show in the examples Figure 13 on page 33. Refer
to pages 11 to 13 for other rules regarding a safety alert symbol. 

When a signal word panel is used, it should be positioned above or to the
left—at the beginning—of the safety message and the entire safety message
may be indented—see Figure 14 on page 34 for examples.

Text treatments—bold, italic, underline, color, indentation, white space, etc.—
may be used to distinguish a section safety message from other non-safety 
information and should be applied consistently.  
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Figure 13.
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Figure 14.
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What are embedded safety messages? 

These are safety messages integrated into smaller units of information, such
as a particular procedure or part of a procedure or into other non-safety 
information, like product descriptions, specifications, etc. 

Where might an embedded safety message be located?

This is dependent on what type of non-safety information—linear or non-linear
procedure, or non-procedural text—it is integrated into. If included in a linear
procedure it should be treated as a step or part of a step of the procedure, so
if the procedure is followed the hazard is avoided.

If integrated into a non-linear procedure—one that the reader is expected to
skip steps or perform steps in different orders depending on the situation—all
procedural order possibilities should be considered when determining where
to locate the safety messages.

If incorporated in non-procedural text, such as explanatory or educational infor-
mation, they should be placed as close to the information to which they apply.

Should they follow a specific format?

No. Since embedded safety messages must be incorporated into the surrounding
information, they may be presented without any special formatting if the 
content and context of the message make it clear that the message has to do
with safety. 
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Figure 15.
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What if they are to be differentiated? 

Then a signal word, a safety alert symbol, or consistently applied treatments
—bold, italic, underline, color, etc.—of the safety message text may be used,
but care should be taken to ensure that the formatting doesn’t unnecessarily
interfere with the readability of the information. 

A signal word may be used with or without a safety alert symbol. If a signal
word is used with a safety alert symbol, refer to the presentation examples in
Figure 14 on page 34 for formatting. If a signal word is used without a safety
alert symbol, it should be followed by an exclamation point and precede the
safety message in-line with the rest of the text that follows it—see examples 1
and 2 in Figure 15 on page 36.

When a safety alert symbol alone—without a signal word—it should appear to
the left of the safety message, but NOT above it—see example 3 in Figure 15
on page 36. Safety messages assigned the signal word DANGER should be
formatted as shown in examples 1 and 2 in Figure 15 on page 36.

As the example in Figure 16 shows, for an embedded safety message that
starts in the middle of a line of text, a safety alert symbol shall NOT
precede it.

Figure 16.

Text treatments—bold, italic, underline, color, etc.—may be used to apply 
special emphasis to particular words, phrases or sentences in an embedded
safety message (e.g., avoidance information), regardless of whether the entire
safety message is differentiated in some other way. 
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What determines when they may be differentiated?

To determine whether a particular embedded safety message may be differenti-
ated from other text, while others may not, ask yourself the following questions.

1. Was the message previously provided in a grouped or section safety 
message? If it hasn’t been, then it may need to be differentiated.

2. Is this embedded safety message more important or more likely to be 
unknown to users? If yes, them it may need to be differentiated.

3. What is the number of embedded safety messages, and the length of these
messages, relative to the surrounding non-safety text?

Are there exceptions to what should be included in grouped, 
section and embedded safety messages?

Yes, there are some exceptions to what a safety message is to include. They
are dependent on the type of safety message and include:

For grouped, section and embedded safety messages
If it can be readily inferred, hazard, consequence, or avoidance information
may be omitted.

For grouped safety messages 
1. If hazard, consequence, or avoidance information is similar or identical

for several or all of the safety messages the information may be presented
once and need not be repeated for each individual message.

2 Consequence information may be omitted if general consequences of
failure to comply with all of the grouped safety messages are provided
in a supplemental directive preceding the grouped safety messages.
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For section and embedded safety messages 
1. Hazard, consequence, or avoidance information may be omitted or

abridged when:
a) more detailed safety information is provided in a supplemental 

directive, a set of grouped safety messages, or a section safety 
message, and*

b) providing of the information would produce unnecessary repetition
or an undesirably long message length.†

2. The hazard, consequences, or avoidance information may be provided
in the form of a reference to more detailed information elsewhere. 
An embedded safety message example may be, CAUTION! Before
proceeding read safety message in Section 3-1 on page 27. 

For embedded safety messages
It may contain only hazard and consequence information if the associated
instruction or procedure is—itself—the method of avoiding the hazard.

*This only applies to embedded safety messages and requires part b to be applicable.
†Section safety message need only apply ‘providing of the information would produce 
unnecessary repetition.’

What is a property damage message?

These are word messages that provide information mainly about situations
that can lead to property damage, the potential consequences of not avoiding
the situations, and/or method(s) for avoiding the situations, or that direct
readers to such information.

What if the hazard could result in both personal injury and
property damage?

Messages about these types of hazards are considered safety messages, not
property damage messages.
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Are they any formatting rules for property damage messages?

No, in general, they may be formatted any way one wishes to. However,
safety message formats may be used if the following is met:

• Safety alert symbol shall NOT be used.
• Signal word NOTICE shall be used.
• When color is used with the signal word NOTICE, safety blue shall be

used.
• Safety messages and property damage messages shall NOT be identified

by the same signal word.

Can a signal word other than NOTICE be used for property
damage messages?

Yes. While NOTICE is the preferred signal word to identity property damage
message, CAUTION without a safety alert symbol may be used as an alternative
until 2011—see Figure 4 on page 16 for an example.

Can property damage messages be presented among
grouped safety messages?

No, not unless the property damage messages are clearly distinguished—via
meaningful headings, sub-headings, signal words or other unique features—
from the safety messages. 






